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A History of the British Army. By the Hon. J. W. Fortescue. 
Volume VIII., 1811-1812. Maps and Plans illustrating For- 
tescue's History of the British Army, Volume VIII. (London : 
Macmillan and Company. 1917. Pp. xxiii, 687; iv, 23 maps. 
30 sh.) 

The high standard of excellence of the preceding volumes of this 
valuable and comprehensive work is well sustained in this one, which 
with the exception of two chapters, one of sixty-six pages on the for- 
eign policy of Great Britain under the direction of Wellesley and Cas- 
tlereagh, and another, of little more than half that length, relating the 
principal military events of the first six months of the war with the 
United States, deals entirely with the operations of the British forces 
in Portugal and Spain in 181 1 and 1812. It thus covers much the same 
ground as the fourth and fifth volumes of Mr. Oman's fine history of the 
Peninsular War in somewhat less than half the space allotted to the 
same period by that author. Only sufficient attention is given to the 
other campaigns which were being simultaneously conducted elsewhere 
than in Spain to elucidate the situation when necessary. Mr. Oman has 
acknowledged his obligations to Mr. Fortescue repeatedly for his assist- 
ance, and the latter now reciprocates in like manner, although some- 
times differing with him in a thoroughly frank and friendly way. 

Mr. Fortescue's style is marked by sobriety and restraint but does not 
lack force and felicity of expression. He has sedulously avoided the 
"pitfall of panegyric". Praise and blame are distributed with an im- 
partial hand. There are few "purple patches", yet his descriptions of 
the remarkable combat of Sabugal, the assault of Badajoz, and the attack 
at Salamanca are very vivid. His narrative is uniformly concise and 
lucid. 

Following so soon in the footsteps of so competent and careful an 
investigator as Mr. Oman, he could scarcely hope to throw much fresh 
light on these events, but he has discovered important additional ma- 
terials in a hitherto unused manuscript journal of Col. James Stanhope, 
who made good use of unusual opportunities for observation while at- 
tached to the staff, and has made a careful personal examination of un- 
published official documents in the French Archives de Guerre. Like his 
predecessor, he has not neglected to visit the scene of the principal opera- 
tions and thus has gained a more intimate knowledge of the country than 
is otherwise practicable. The influence of the lay of the land is duly 
appreciated, and the effect of foul weather upon military operations is 
forcibly presented, particularly in the case of the unfortunate besiegers 
of Tarifa. 

Yet such a check would never have daunted French soldiers but for 
the appalling state of their camps and works ... [he writes, p. 334]. The 
trenches were waist deep in water; the platforms of the guns were 
washed away; the guns themselves were sinking into the soil; the ammu- 
nition both for cannon and muskets was ruined, and the muskets them- 
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selves were unserviceable. The men were barefooted and their clothing 
in rags, they could get no sleep in their flooded quarters, they had been 
obliged to travel eight miles to discover fuel, which after all proved 
useless when found owing to the rain ; all supplies were now cut off by 
swollen torrents and for four days they had received only quarter- 
rations of bread. 

His chapter on the war with the United States shows less grasp of 
the subject and is defaced by some rather glaring errors. 

The companion volume contains eighteen battle-plans and small maps 
and five larger maps of rare excellence, which illustrate the text in a 
highly satisfactory manner. Among these are plans of the combats of 
Barrosa, Sabugal, and Arroyo Molinos, two each of Fuentes d'Onoro, 
Albuera, and Salamanca, showing successive phases of these battles, and 
plans of the siege operations at Tarifa, Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz, Sala- 
manca, and Burgos. Other maps illustrate Massena's retreat, the opera- 
tions on the Portuguese frontier from April to August, 1811, the opera- 
tions on the Agueda in August and September, 181 1, the operations 
around Salamanca in July and in November, 181 2, and the operations in 
Spain from January to November, showing the northern and southern 
spheres of action separately, the dividing line being naturally the river 
Tagus. The routes of march and daily movements of the opposing 
forces are indicated with great care. Some unfortunate errors are evi- 
dent, however, in the relative position of troops in the plan of Welling- 
ton's attack at Salamanca. 

E. A. Cruikshank. 

The Chartist Movement. By the late Mark Hovell, M.A., 2nd 
Lieutenant, the Sherwood Foresters, and Lecturer in Military 
History in the University ; edited and completed, with a Memoir, 
by Professor T. F. Tout. [Publications of the University of 
Manchester, Historical Series, no. XXXI. ] (Manchester: Uni- 
versity Press; London and New York: Longmans, Green, and 
Company. 1918. Pp. xxxvii, 327. 7 sh. 6 d.) 

It is a great pity that such a splendid book as this should be not only 
the first but also the last written by its author. The young Englishman 
who gives in this volume such bright promise of a scholarly career died 
on the battle-front in 1916. 

Recent years have given us several books of merit on the Chartist 
movement. Three doctoral dissertations in the Columbia University 
Studies in History, together with M. Dollean's large volume, Le 
Chartisme, had, indeed, in the mind of this reviewer, seemed to cover 
all but definitively the major phases of the history of Chartism. The 
discovery of a new book at this time, characterized by both freshness of 
vision and mastery of analysis, came as a surprise. 

Lieutenant Hovell has unquestionably written the best account extant 



